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"  In  September,  1656,  when  the  Generals  with  the  greater  part  of  the 
English  Fleet  went  to  Aveiro,  Stayner,  then  in  the  Speaker,  was  left  off  Cadiz  in 
command  of  a  small  squadron  of  some  six  or  seven  ships. 

On  8th  September  he  fell  in  with  tbe  Spanish  treasure  fleet  which,  having 
information  from  a  prize  that  the  English  had  left  the  coast,  was  pushing  on  for 
Cadiz  in  such  perfect  confidence  that,  it  is  said,  the  Spaniards  supposed  Stayner's 
ships  to  be  fishing-vessels ;  yet  three  of  Stayner's  ships  at  least,  the  Speaker, 
Bridgwater,  and  Plymouth,  were  each  of  more  than  900  tons. 

Nothing  could  be  done  that  night,  and  the  next  morning  several  of  Stayner's 
ships  had  fallen  to  leeAvard.  He  had  only  three  with  him,  but  these  were  the 
powerful  ships  just  named  ;  and  as  they  were  now  within  twelve  miles  of  Cadiz, 
he  judged  that  delay  was  unadvisable,  and  attacked  the  Spaniards  about  nine 
o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

"  Of  the  four  capital  ships  in  the  Spanish  fleet,  one  escaped  and  ran  for 
Cadiz,  but  struck  on  a  rock  and  went  to  the  bottom.  The  three  others  were 
captured,  but  two  of  them  caught  fire  and  were  burnt  with  all  their  cargo  and  a 
great  part  of  their  men.  The  fourth  remained  in  the  possession  of  the  English ; 
some  of  the  other  ships  also  being  taken. 

"  The  value  of  the  prize  to  the  captors  was  estimated  at  about  £600,000 ;  but 
it  was  stated  by  the  Spaniards  that  their  loss  was  not  less  than  nine  million  dollars, 
or  nearly  two  millions  sterling. 

"The  news  of  this  tremendous  blow  reached  England  early  in  October.  An 
official  narrative  of  it  was  published  on  4th  October,  and  a  thanksgiving  service 
ordered  to  be  held  on  the  8th  in  all  the  churches  in  London  and  Westminster." 

NO  COPY  IN  THE  CHURCH  CATALOGUE. 
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A  T  R  U  E 

NARRATIVE 

O  F  THE  LATE 

S  V  G  G  ESS 

WHICH 

It  hath  pleafed  God  to  give  to  fome  part 

of  the  Fleet  of  this  Commo  n- Wf  a  l  t  h 

upon  the  Spanish  Coaft5  againft 

the  King  of  SPJ1NS  Weft-India  Fleet, 

in  its  return   ro  C  A  D  J  Z: 

Being  the  fub/lance,d£  feveral  Letters  writ  and 
fentby  the  Generals  of  the  Fleet  upon 
this  occafion. 


Saturday,  the  4.  of  otfober,  J 656. 

ORdcred  by  the  Parliament,    That  this  Narrative  be 
forthwith  Printed  arid  Publifhed. 

Hen:  Scobell,  Clerk  of  the  Parliament. 

London,  Printed  by  Henry  Hills  ,  and  John  Field,  Printers  to 
His  Highnefs ,  the  Lord  Prote&or.  1655. 
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A  true  Narrative  of  the 

.... 
late  Succefs  which  it  hath  pleafed  God  to 
give  tofome  part  of  the  Fleet  of  this  Com- 
monwealth ,  upon  the  Spanifh  Coaft,  a- 
gainft  the  King  of  Spains  \Vc&-ln<ii& 
Fleet,  in  its  return  to  Ladi%  •  being  the 
fubftance  of  feverall  Letters  writ  and 
fent  by  the  Generals  of  the  Fleet  upon 
this  occafioru 

eun  fytpg  in  tl)t  Utbfrt  of 
tt)e  Bing  of  Spain  ( being 
fout  of  ti)e  2Stngs  ottm 
Jfleet  5  ann  tijjtee  $)ets 
ctjants )  coming  from  tlje 

Weft  Indies,  rtlOft  Of  tljCttl 

titty?  laoen  vattfy  (Solo, 
£>ilber,  dearie  ana  otljet 

COmmODitieS.  viz.  %ty  ^iDmital  Don  Marquis 

Del  porto  ©eneral,  tl)e  Wee  aomiral  a  dSallion, 

Don  Francifco  De  Efquevel  COmmanDet,  %tyt 
3Rete  #Dtllfral  a  d5aiU0n  Don  Francifco  Del  Hayo 

Commantitr,  a  ftyp  CommanoeD  by  Captain 

John  Rhodrignes  Caldron  ,  a  fl)lp  COtlimanDeD  bp 

Captain  John  DeLa  Tour  5  ftnotijet  fittallmatf 
of  mm,  am>  a  betrel  of  afcbice  from  tDe  Vice 

Roy  Of  Mexico  tO  Spain  5  %fyty  WD  in  fiftp  tigljt 

fcaiespjoceeo  fo  fat  as  ibitt)inafeU)  leagues 
of  Cadiz3  jbittwut  matting  JUnb  oj  touching 
at  any  place  outing  tl)e  borage,  ijabing  in  ttytt 


ttjapbetttrfjtt  tt)e  aaettetn  3J0amtf  anb  Mafla- 

gam  in  Affrick.feijeO  UpOna  fatal  Portugal  I  ag 

t&iije,  bv  JDDom  receiving  a  falfe  information, 
ttat  tlje  Spaniards  t)as  beateft  tt)c  Engiifh  5Fieet 
from  off  t\)tit  Coaft,a  #onetft  befoje;  t&ep 
failcb  ttJitl)  mucl)  confioence  totuatbs  Cadiz  as 
not  expecting  opposition. 

%De  gteateft  part  of  tile  EncUih  ifleet,  ttete 
at  tliis  time  gone  to  tt)e  }&ap  of  Wy«s,  in  Portu- 
gal) (tbljete  t\w  attltoeo  tlje  eieocntf)  of  Septem- 
teriatt)to«ctnittljeieM)ants,  anb to  be  in  a 
lbapoffttttl)et£>£uets,  tl)e  Generals  leading 
beDinb  tlient  a  £>quabjon  of  &ip  o?  £>etoen 
^ipiips  ( to  t)at>e  an  epe  npon  Cadiz)  nnbee  tDe 
commanii.of  Captain  Scayner,  captain  of  tlie 
Speaker 5fcigot,  U)t)i$  £>ciuas*on  on  titjc  etfitjt 
of  September  laft,  piping  to  £>ea,  being  fo^ceo 
tftittiet  op  a  fteong  B9cfterli>  Mnoe,  m  at  ti)e 
toentng  of  tt)e  bap  3>tfcoDet  tlje  faib  spamm- 
Fleer,  fioe  oj  ujc  Heagucs  to  tt)e  naetttbata  of 
Cadiz;  SlnotDe  app*oacl)oftDenigl)t  oenping 
opportunity  of  pjefent  action,  tljep  enbeabout= 
to  to  fall  in  XtoitD  tDem  tl)e  nert  sap,  M)i)icft  at* 
cojoinglp  tyep  oio  about  nine  of  ttje  cloca  in  t|)c 
morning  ( tljep  feeming  to  ttje  Spaniards  to  be 
5F fttoboats )  J6nt  tDeee  being  a  feed)  €>ale 
tftat  mg&t,  all  bnt  tfoee  of  toe  £>quas?en  ibece 
tottjeHeetbatS,  anb  coulb  not  pjefentlp  conte 
in ,  anb  finsing  it  to  be  tl)e  Spamfh-Fieet  tome 

ftOm  tfle  Indies,  t|)e  Speaker,  tl)e  Bridgwate^anS 

tfte Plimouth  jftigots  (not  tfjinfcing  it  aBfcife* 
able  to  (lap  foretell  of  tDe  £>auao?on,  fljep 
being ibitDin font  Heagucs  of  Cadiz)  engages 
lUitD  t^e  jfleet,  ansafyatpsifpute  ttjeee  mas 
betttrtrt  tDem ;  %ty  Stbmirall  being  a  fmall 
tt)ip,  anb  ft  being  toncetbes  tljat  tt)e  placing  of 


C'3) 

tt)r  jf  lag  upon  Ijer,  mig^t  be  in  policy  to  mm 
ttjemfrom  attcnbing  tl)e  £>ljips  of  better  toa* 
iue,  tljep  fligt)teb  t)cr,  anb  fuffercb  Ijcr  ( Voiti) 
tlje  Portugal]  $#je)to  go  into  Cadi*  jsap,  rbljcre 
( its  fain)  Uje  ttjas  run  on  fyoje  anti  funfe,  befog 
repojteb  to  Ijabe  in  Ijer  £>ir  Ijuntyeb  tljoufano 
pieces  of  eigijt:  Xfje^llice  3lbmiraU(;  befog  re^ 
pojteb  to  Dabe  fo  fjer  £>f]c  ijuntyeb  tJ)oufano 
pieces  of  eigljt;  belibcs  fo  3Jetbels  anb  0late, 

Upon  tlje  aCCOUtpt  Of  tl)e  Marquefs  Of  Badex,tO  tlje 

toalue  of  jFitoeijuntyeb  ttjoufanb  pieces  of  eigljt) 
Dating  fought  fijc  l)ours,  nms  taftcn  bp  our 
£>Dips,  anb  after  fet  on  fire  bp  t|)e  Spaniards 
tljemfeltoes  5  anb  fo  burnt  bonm ,  anb  funit, 
anb  fo  i)er  were  beftropeb>£)ne  Duntyeb  anb  ten 
men,  ttjepjtncipaUof  Jbljomxbastlje  Marquds 
of  Badex,  ui!)o  ibitl)  i)ts  Voift  anb  elbeft  baug^ter 
iCbere  burnt :  %ty  Bear^bmirall  *bas  taften 
anb  remains  in  our  potTefTion:  %tyttyip  unoer 

COmmanb  Of  Captain  John  Rodrignes  Caldron, 

nrtjict)  urns  faib  to  tjatoe  fo  Ijer  Smgar,  Xobac^ 
to  anb  $latt>  to  tl)e  balue  of  Jbijc  l)unb?eb 
tl)oufanb  pieces  of  etgijt,  xbas  taften,  anb  fo 
tlje  bringing  off  ttms  ,  bp  an  accidental  fire * 
burnt  anb  funfc :  %l)t  tt)ip  unber  commanb  of 
De  La  Tour,  Xlbelbe  ti)oufanb  mctt  3lnbia 
fyibts,  anb  fome  quantities  of  Smgar,  i^  ta- 
ften,anb  in  our  pofleffiom  %\)t  fmall  man  of 
i©ar(l)ai)ing  inijer  tl)c  lifte  labing  tbity  fyz 
lattmentioneb)  anb  tlje  ^bt»ice  meffcll  being 
of  no  fojce  oi  labing,  are  faib  to  efcape  into  d- 
braker.  xije  balue  of  urtjat  is  taken  anb  pok 
TeffcfrfS  not  jultlp  Unojbn;  }But  bp  tlje  Calcuia* 
tibn  of  tt)e  Spaniards  tljere  are  taften  anb  loft  a* 
bout  fline  pillions  of  pieces  of  €igl)t5  beCbes 
tlje  faib  £>ljips  anb  tl)eir  2Labing,tt)ere  are  ma* 

33E>  np 
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up  pjifoners  tafcetr,  %Dw  DunajeD  ana  6% 
being  fotmD  in  tDe  3&tar  &bmirall>  anb  about 
#}?netp  fabeb  out  of  tDe  lltce  2tiimfraU  ,  a* 
mpngsbljom  tljere  are  tDe  elbeft  S>on,  a  poung* 
er  fon,  anb  ttt)o  baugDters  of  tDe  fain  Marquefs 

(  be&beS  a  cDfltOft&alfO  Don  Diego  De  Villa  Al- 
va, tDe  dSobetnour  of  tije  Havanna,  ana  feberall 

OtDetS  Of  quality  ,  anO  Spanifh  Merchants  ;  2fa0 

as  all  tDfs  ibas  bone,  ftftDQut  tDe-  lofs  of  one 
MffelioftljeEngUfti,  foit  pleafebtDe  nwfbome 
af  d5ob,to  cDufe  to  effect  fo  great  a  VuoiK  bp  a 
little  force.-  2ls  alfo  bp  fuffering  tDe  enemp 
to  be  foouctjlp  enfnareb  into  a  prefutnptious 
confibence,  bp  an  enemies  information ,  on 
mDicljtljep  fo  relpeb,  tljat  tljep  neglecteb  tDe 
Daling  of  a  f  ieSeil  ibtjicl)  came  from  &t  Lucaz, 
anbinigDtDabeinformeb  tljem  of  tDetrutD* 

JBP  t|)iS  Narrative  VOt  itt  tf)at  t\)t  %Oft  tt)f)Ofe 

rigDt  Danb  DatD  been  heretofore  fo  glorious  in 
poiber>fortDeD£lpof  Dis  poor  people  in  tDefe 
i$ations,in  tDe  time  of  tDeir  fabbeft  bangers,, 
M)tn  tDeir  enemies  at  Dome  ejtpecteb  to  Dabe 
fatisfteb  tDeir  tuftsin  tDeir  ruine,  DatD  again 
appeareb  on  tDeir  beDalf  in  tDiS  bap  of  tDeir 
neeb  bp  blotbing  ibttD  l)is  ibinbs,  anb  caufing 
tl)t  £>  ta  to  cober  tDeir  enemies  abroab;  lb  tDat 
tf)ep  D&fc*  fai*  as  &eab  into  tDe  migDtp  Iba* 
ters,  tt>DicDflft>esabunbant  caufetofap,who 

is  like  unto  the  Lord,  f  0?  \)t  DatD  triUUipDeb  010- 

rioufip;  anb  as  tlje  eminent?  of  tDis  ^ercp,in 
Ibeaftenftig  tDe  common  enemp  of  Religion 
(%\)z  ^ins  of  Spain,  jbitD  Ibljom  tljiS  Coup 
tnonibealtD  is  engageb  inajuft  anb  neceflarp 
ajar)  anb  in  encouraging  anb  ftrengtDning  tDe 
Danbs  of  Dis  £>erbants,  in  a  bigorous  protect** 
tion  of  tljat  engagement,  is  mucD  DttSDtneb  bp 

tDe 


tijef wenes  of  it(hti\\Qt%tmm  to  us,a  ft  ofoarti 
unbeite&fngani)  untljanfcfull  people,  nrfwDao 
jttft  caufe5ratDer  to  eicpect  fromtlje?U)jD,are^ 
neaping  of  l)i&  ttrofccs,  &no  to  be  ftill  Uept  un&er 
ijis  rebuftes*  tl)en  $at  ije  fljoulD  return  to  us 
m  iqimig  ittawiefs ,  ano  temier  $)ercp,  as  $t 
Ijatij  oone  in  tltfs  laie  otfpetjfatfon)  fo  aifo  is 
tljis  $)£rcp  tije  moje  magnifies  bp  tl>e  futable^ 
nefs  ano  fealbnabienefs  of  it,  tttfjen  Ijfc  people 
toerelaio  lounntljeir  ottm  tf)ougf)tsanaejcpee* 
tations>  ano  lotber  in  ttje  epes  ano  Ijearts  of 
Tome,  tftat  Vottt  JLoofcers  on,  fo  tflatitoeDa&e 
caufe  in  forne  meafure,to  fap  Hriti)  tl)e  idlalmflfc 

Lord  thou  hail  been  favourable  to  thy  Land,  thou  haft 
brought  back  the  Captivity  of  Jacob,  thou  haft  taken 
away  thy  wrath,  th©u  haft  turned  thy  felf  from  the 
fiercenefs  of  thine  Angetl 

3tto  as  m  tym  Caufe  to  remember  ttfs 
<5ooDnefs5  fo  occafton  tetjerebp  aifo  giten  to 
fys  people,  to  achnoMeBgeDts  Sovereignty, 
ano  t|ie  unfearcljabienefs  of  |)is  Stotigements* 

He  doth  whatfoever  he  pleafeth  both  in  Heaven  and  in 
Earth^the  Sea  and  in  all  deep  places,  anD  f 0£  tl)fS  enfi 

tljatmenmap  learn  to  fear  before  fjfttij  He  will 

render  vengeance  to  his  Enemies,  and  his  falvation  is 
nigh  to  them  that  truft  in  him,  bOtl)  tt)f)icl)  Oefetbe 

to  be  Dao  in  tut  lading  remembrance,  ano  to 

rentier  Ijimfearfullin  praifes. 

XDerefoje^is^igfjnefs  $  tlje  parliament, 
looking  upon  tljeitifeltoes,  ano  all  tDe  people  of 
<5oointl)efe  Nations,  as  obligeo to  all  t)um* 
ble  returns  of  pjaife  ano  acfcnotbleDgement  to 
tl)e2lo?o,  tt#o  Uatlj  been  tljus  ttutt)  tljem  rn 
tljeir  neceffitp^abe  tljougljt  fit  to  appoint  Wed- 

nefday  being  tije  fiftl)  Of  November  nejCt  tO  be  Ob* 

ferbeo  anofceptaas  aSDap  of  publique^Jmnur* 

gifting 


(16) 

gftrfng  foj  tl)e  mercies  boucljtafeb  as  afojtefefo, 

m  Oil  placeS  fltfttrtn  England,  Scotland  affl)  Ireland: 

3lnb&oojber  tljattDr  £0inittersof  tijefeberal 
Congregations,  Do  on  tt)e  &o#s~bap  neict  be* 
fo?etl)e  faib  fiftDnap  of  November,  gtbenotice 
Ijereof  m  tljctr  liberal  CDnrcDes  anb  «W)ap^ 

pelS ;  ftffl>  Upon  tyt  faf  0  fif tlj  6ap  Of  November, 

reabtljis  fiumm  ano  jobber  befojte  tlje^er* 
mon,  fin  tlje  better  aiding  up  of  ti)e  hearts 
of  tt)t  people  to  pzatfc  (Sob  in  refpect  thereof. 


o— . 


Saturday  the  4.  of  Qfteher^    16$  6. 

ORdered  by  the  Parliament,  That  this  Narrative  be  forth- 
with Printed  and  Publifhed. 

£#/£  Hen-:  Scobd,  Clerk  »f  the  Parliament, 
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